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WOW!  WHAT A YEAR! 
 

The 2006-2007 school year is coming to an end.  It has been a wonderfully busy 
year at Kerr Elementary.  Kerr families enjoyed time mingling with old and new 
friends at the Ice Cream Social, Open House Bake Sale, Pancake Breakfast, and 
Skating Parties.  The children took time to have fun with each other during 
Homeroom Parties, Fall Festival, and the upcoming Year-End Event.  Our students 
delighted in After School at Kerr (ASK) and Math Pentathlon.      
 

This year the students were able to take advantage of reading opportunities at the 
Used Book Sale and New Book Fair, during the celebration of Read Across 
America and with Weekly Readers.  Kerr children have benefited from in school 
enrichment through Assemblies, the Kerr Garden, Field Trips and Traveling Art 
Gallery (TAG).  
 

We have celebrated the success of our Music Programs, supported Kerr Mart and 
STAR which encourage good behavior, and treated our Safety Patrols for a job well 
done.  We thanked the amazing staff we have at Kerr during Staff Appreciation 
Week.  Our Volunteer Luncheon will give us the chance to laugh with each other 
and cheer the work that we have done.  The Fifth Grade Farewell will applaud the 
years that the children have spent at Kerr and wish them well as they go off to 
middle school. 
 

It is rewarding to see that our children are willing to give back to the community by 
fundraising for the Kerr Care Fund and contributing nonperishable items to the 
Food Drive.   
 

Communicating with our members is important and we are able to offer the 
Newsletter, Web Site and Directory to all of the families at Kerr.  We look forward 
to improving communications through emails. 
 

All of this is possible because of the success of our Membership Drive and our 
fundraisers: Gift Wrap Sale, Square 1 Art, Poinsettia Sale, KidStuff Coupon Books, 
Spring Flower/Candy Sale, Box Tops, Kerr Clothing and Market Day. 
 

To remember it all we have a fabulous Yearbook.   
 

So much has happened and we thank so many people for this year being such a 
great success.  Whether you chaired a committee, volunteered time at school or 
helped from home, your commitment to our children and your willingness to help is 
the reason Kerr Elementary is a remarkable place. 
 

PTA Board 2006-2007 
Missy Blazer, President 

Nan Cohen, President-Elect 
Courtney Wissinger, Vice-President 
Anne Marie DeGeorge, Treasurer 

Tina Lukas, Secretary 
 

Please feel free to e-mail (via http://www.kerrpta.org) or call any of us if you 
have questions. 
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5/11 Skating Party 
5/15 PTA Meeting, 7:00PM 
 Budget and Board Voting 
5/18 Volunteer Luncheon 

5/19 Bike Rodeo 

5/23 Kennywood Picnic Day, 
12:00PM dismissal 

5/31 Market Day Orders Due 

6/11 End of Year Event 

6/6 Market Day Pickup 

6/12 Last Day for Students, Early 
Dismissal 
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Children & parents of elementary aged 
children in the Fox Chapel School District 
are invited to bring their bikes and helmets 

to O’Hara Elementary School on 
Saturday May 19, 2007 from 10:00-
12:00 for the Second Annual Bike 

Rodeo!  This 2-hour community 
event will provide participants with biking 
physical activity experiences in addition to education on 
helmet safety, rules of the road, and simple bike 
maintenance.  Participants will be grouped according to 
age and travel through the Bike Rodeo areas including 
helmet fitting, basic bike maintenance, obstacle riding, 
and safe road riding. 

In addition, Parkview EMS will be on site bringing their 
Helmets on Heads program to the Bike Rodeo.  This 
program will provide parents and children with education 
on how to properly fit and adjust a bike helmet to 
maximize its injury prevention capabilities.  Through the 
program high quality Snell Certified helmets will be 
available on-site for purchase and fitting at a minimal cost 

In order to participate in the Bike Rodeo participants must 
return the signed registration/release form below and bring 
their own bikes and helmets event day.  Helmets can be 
purchased through the Helmets on Heads program event 
day.  Absolutely no one will be permitted to ride without a 
helmet under any circumstances.  In addition, this is an 
outdoor only event and no access within the O’Hara 
elementary building will be permitted under any 
circumstances.  In the event of inclement weather on May 
19th call the information hotline at 412-967-2400 ext.7003 
to check the status of the event.  Any additional questions 
should be directed to Alex Slezak, Rodeo Director at 
Alexander_Slezak@fcasd.edu. This email address is being 
protected from spam bots, you need Javascript enabled to 
view it  
Please take the time to complete the registration/release 
form that was sent home and return it by May 11, 2007.  
The form is also available online through www.fcasd.edu 
(click Schools and then Kerr).   In order to run and plan 
the Bike Rodeo it is necessary to have 
signed release forms and an 
accurate account of participants to 
plan the event and make it a 
successful and enjoyable experience 
for all.  

 

 
to everyone that has supported me this year as 
president of the Kerr PTA.  My year was 
great because of all of you.  Fellow Board Members, 
Committee Chairs, Volunteers, Staff, and Friendly 
Faces made everyday worthwhile.  It has been a 
pleasure, a time in my life that will always be looked 
upon with fondness. 

Thank you! 
Missy Blazer, PTA President 

 

 
 
 
Places in Amer ica: 
Monday, June 11th 
 
Reminders: 
- Please return Grill Day 

forms 
- Please return volunteer forms 
- Please fill out BOTH SIDES of the consent form for 

the rock climbing wall 
- PLEASE REMEMBER TO APPLY SUNSCREEN 

TO YOUR CHILDREN BEFORE THEY COME 
TO SCHOOL ON THE DAY OF THE EVENT.  
School staff and event volunteers are NOT allowed to 
apply sunscreen to your children.  The kids are outside 
much of the day.   

Our End of Year Event is a great way to celebrate the 
wonderful  job our Kerr students did this year, and to 
celebrate Kerr Elementary School!! 
 
 

 
Thank you to everyone who donated food, money, and/or  
time for the Staff Appreciation Luncheon.  Your generous 
contributions made the day enjoyable and memorable for 
all Kerr staff. 
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The Caring Habit for May is “Be 

Appreciative.”  Do something nice for your friends without 
being asked. Tell your son or daughter how they are 
important to you. Send a letter to a local charity or 
community figure thanking them for what they do for the 
community. For June it is “ Improve Yourself.”  Learn a 
new skill. Hone the skills you already have by practicing 
them more often. Work hard at quitting that bad habit you 
told yourself long ago you’d give up. 
***********************************************  
Support ALL of Us Care! Purchase tickets to the special 
June 21st Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra Community 
Partners Concert featuring 5th Dimension and designate 
your funds to promotion code 2334 for ALL of Us Care. 
100% of the proceeds will come to us. Ticket prices are 
$21.50, $41.50, $61.50, & $112.50. Tickets can be 
purchased from the Heinz Hall box office in person, or by 
calling 412-392-4900. 
***********************************************
Our Summer Activities Program will run from June 29 
through August 10 with field trips and swimming.  
Register now and ensure that your kids will get the best 
trips!  Deadline is Monday, June 11. Contact us for more 
information or to get a registration form. 
***********************************************
Gym Days at the Sharpsburg Recreation Center runs 
Tuesdays for grades K-6 (ending May 29) and Fridays 
(May 25) for grades 6-12. Look for our multi-program 
registration form on our website or call us for a form; only 
registered children will be admitted. 
***********************************************
A Cell Phone recycling fundraiser is being conducted by 
ALL of Us Care.  There’s nothing to buy. We are simply 
asking you to protect the environment by donating your 
used cell phone(s) and batteries for the phone(s) if you 
still have them.  The phones are tax-deductible donations; 
ask your child to pick up a tax receipt when he or she 
drops off the phone(s) at school. Ask at the school’s office 
for the location of the bins.  100% of the proceeds will 
help fund ALL of Us Care. 
***********************************************  
AOUC E 2 Computer Center is open Tuesdays-Fridays 3-
6 p.m.  Students K-12 are welcome to use our computers 
for homework and games.  Donated computers are 
refurbished for qualified low-income families. 

* **********************************************
A support group for grandparents raising grandchildren 
with substance-addicted parents meets @ AOUC Monday 
nights.  For more info, please call our office.  A support 
group for parents of 10–15 year-olds meets the third 
Thursday of each month, 10:00am–12:00pm @ Good 
Shepherd Lutheran Church, 1610 Powers Run Rd. 
***********************************************  
Project Teen Clean, which involves teenagers cleaning the 
community, is now underway in Sharpsburg, spearheaded 
by senior Aubrey Joscak. If your child needs community 
service or just wants to help out, or to start a group in your 
neighborhood, call the ALL of Us Care office to 
coordinate clean-up efforts. 
* **********************************************  
Our programs are by registration only. To get forms or 
more info, call us at 412 782-6855. We are at 1650 Main 
St. in Sharpsburg. Our mailing address is PO Box 7754, 
Pittsburgh, PA 15215. Our e-mail is aouc@allofuscare.org 
and our site is www.allofuscare.org. Most of our programs 
are FREE, but without your support we will not be able to 
continue to provide them. Please help us by making 
regular donations! 

 

 
(Parent Advocates for Learning Support) 

 
Dates to remember: 
May 17th  - The next PALS meeting will be on May 17th at 
9:15am in the meeting room at Panera©s in the 
Waterworks.  Ruby Wilcox will be our speaker.  As the 
Director of the regional programs of Volunteers of 
America, she will be introducing their “Working Order”  
program.  The mission of “Working Order”  is to support 
and develop entrepreneurship for individuals with 
disabilities and other obstacles to traditional employment.  
Come and learn about the advantages of self-employment 
as a way to achieve independence. 
  
June 7th – PALS is currently accepting nominations for its 
5th annual Teacher Appreciation Tea on Thursday, June 7th 
from 4-6pm at Longvue Country Club.  Outstanding 
teachers, staff members and administrators in the Fox 
Chapel Area School District who have shown a 
dedication, passion and commitment to meeting the 
learning, emotional and special needs of children will be 
recognized.  Cost to attend is $15 per person.  Nomination 
forms are available at the office.  For more information, 
call 412-963-9764 or 412-963-9860. 
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Would you like to help co-chair market day?  It is one of 
the PTA©s biggest fundraisers so it is very important that 
we fill this position.  Market Day happens once per month 
and does not require as much organization or time as you 
might think.  There is a paid market day professional who 
runs all of the sales, so all we have to do is collect the 
order forms, enter them online, and sort and package the 
orders on delivery day.  To do the paperwork part of 
market day only takes about 10 minutes a month because  
most customers do their own ordering online.  Someone 
who works full time can work this task into their schedule 
when it works for them. The other component to co- 
chairing market day is to help on delivery day.  One day 
each month (almost always a Wednesday), you would 
need to be at the school from about 4-6 pm on those days 
to help unpack the food and sort the orders.  Children are  
welcome to help on delivery days and children usually 
enjoy it.  Many adults enjoy it too.  If you have any 
questions, please call Jennifer Creinin at 412-782-5850 or 
e-mail me at mitchjen@comcast.net and I would be happy 
to talk with you about it. 
 

 
 

 
 
...are still available for purchase.  Contact Chris Noonan at 
412-967-1186. 

 
 

 
 
Submit any receipts for PTA committee expenses in 
the treasurer’s mailbox (or send to school in an 
envelope marked “ Treasurer” ) before the end of the 
year so that our treasurer can get a check to you. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
The last PTA meeting of the year is scheduled for Tuesday 
May 15 at 7 PM.  If you would like to be on the agenda, 
please contact Missy Blazer at 412-967-0475. 
  
At this meeting we plan to: 
- Vote on the budget for next year 
- Approve next year©s officers (hopefully we have 

someone willing to be pres-elect by then) 
- Vote on the grant requests 
  
There is a lot to finish up, I hope you are able to make the 
meeting! 
 
. 
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The following committees are still in need of  
a chair  person or  co-chairs for  the 2007-2008 school year : 
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For  more information or  to volunteer  your  time, 
 please contact Missy Blazer  at 412-967-0475 or  kmblaze@msn.com 
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Places in Amer ica 
T-shirt sponsor opportunities. 
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  Statue of L iber ty Sponsors 

$200 
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